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Astronomical Society of the Pacific. ^5 

It would be very convenient to have a second atlas on the scale 
of Schmidt's great map (6 feet to the diameter) for purposes 
of comparison. I can see no advantage in changing this scale to 
the slightly smaller one of imm> = i" '. It is also highly im- 
portant to have a complete atlas on the largest practical scale ; 
i. e. , on the largest scale which presents a distinct advantage. 
This scale is about io feet. Prof. Weine k' s prints, above re- 
ferred to, show known features of the Moon with excellent defini- 
tion and relief, and they disclose a very great number of new 
features {i.e., those hitherto unmapped and unphotographed). 
Nothing is shown, of course, which is* not in the original nega- 
tive ; but what is in that negative is made obvious. 

It is hoped that the 3-foot and 10-foot atlases will be made 
in the near future ; as soon as the necessary expenses can be pro- 
vided for. At any rate, the scientific problem is now solved and 
only the financial one remains. 

Edward S. Holden. 
Lick Observatory, March 5, 1894. 

Missing Map of Argelander's Durchmusterung Wanted. 

Through the kindness of Professor Küstner, Director of the 
Observatory at Bonn, the Lick Observatory has received three 
of the missing maps of the Durchmusterung mentioned in 
Publications A. S. P., Vol. VI, page 47, and takes this way of 
returning sincere thanks for a real favor. 

Map No. 2 of the Durchmusterung is still lacking in our col- 
lection, and we should be glad to purchase it for its weight in 
silver. E. S. H. 

Publications of the Lick Observatory, Vols. II and III. 

The second volume of the quarto Publications of the Lick 
Observatory is entirely devoted to observations of double stars, 
etc., made at Mount Hamilton with the 12-inch and 36-inch equa- 
toriais, by Professor S. W. Burnham in the years 1 888-1 892. 
It is a continuation of his many previous publications of the 
same kind, and constitutes the most important recent contribution 
to the subject. The volume will be distributed to the corre- 
spondents of the Observatory during the month of April, 1894. 
The third volume will be sent to the printer in the early summer. 
It is chiefly devoted to drawings and photographs, enlarged by 



ii6 Publications of the 

Professor Weinek from negatives of the Moon made at the Lick 
Observatory. The beautiful illustrations to the volume have 
been presented to the Observatory by Walter W. Law, Esq. 

E. S. H. 

A Proposed Astronomical Congress at the Midwinter 
Fair. 

A circular proposing an Astronomical Congress to be held in 
San Francisco during the Midwinter Fair was sent out by Mr. 
Wm. M. Pierson, Chairman of a Special Committee, on February 
io, 1894. It is understood that the project has been dropped, 
on account of insufficient support. The officers of the Lick 
Observatory were ready to do their part. E. S. H. 

The Fire-Ball of February i, 1894. 

At ioh 07™ P. M., my attention was attracted by a bright light 
towards the east, which proved to be a magnificent fire-ball. 
It appeared between 35o and 40o above the eastern horizon, in 
the constellation Leo. It swept towards the horizon, inclining 
towards the north at a small angle, and burst about io° north 
of east, amid streamers of very light haze near the horizon, 
which gave it a weird, violet color, the color being blue when first 
seen, higher up. Its motion was slow, occupying two or three 
seconds in its descent, leaving scarcely any train, all traces having 
disappeared in eight or ten seconds. It is very difficult to 
properly judge of the light given by these objects, but this was 
certainly as bright, when it burst, as the full Moon, but not so 
large. No sound of any explosion was heard. I noted as care- 
fully as possible the point at which it disappeared, and a subse- 
quent determination gave the position of this point as io° north 
of east, with probably an error of less than 50. The position 
of the point of disappearance is considerably better determined 
than that of the appearance. This fire-ball was seen at many 
places in this State and Nevada, and appears to have been one 
of the most brilliant ever seen on this coast. Information was 
requested from a number of persons who witnessed the phenome- 
non, and the following extracts are made from answers received 
and from voluntary reports : 

Professor C. W. Treat, Napa College, Cal., says: "The 
meteor was observed at about ioh O2m p. M., Pacific Standard 
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